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National History Day encourages students to use multiple mediums as they research their topics  – “The internet is NOT the one-stop shopping source for all of your research needs.”

1. Textbook . . . basic information on time period and puts your topic into a context.  What else was happening during the time period of your topic?  Context is very, very important!!
2. Encyclopedia (online ok) . . .will have a general article on your topic.  Look for the small list of the best books on the topic at the end of the article.  This will also give you names of people who specialize in your topic.  Do not cite any wikipedia sources.
3. Specific books and articles (such as newspapers and magazines) on your topic. Check out local libraries, college libraries, community libraries.  
4. Collections and documents . . . study the primary sources and draw your own conclusions.
5. Oral History and interviews . . . is there someone you could interview (in person, phone, e-mail) who lived during the time of your topic?  Or can you find an expert (historian, teacher, college professor) who would do an interview to help answer questions you have about your topic?
6. Audio-visual resources . . . movies about your topic can glean good information, documentaries are usually best, because this format also discloses much historical context.
7. Take a field trip . . .  Visiting a site related to your topic, or a library archives, can be a very rewarding way to obtain excellent information. Judges love it when students take research field trips!!
8. Internet . . .use it wisely!  Use it to track books and articles, to supply images and ideas.  Be cautious about .com and .org; .edu and .gov would probably be more reliable.  **Least percentage of sources in bibliography should be secondary source web sites.
** Families can now become “Friends” of University of Southern Mississippi Libraries ($25 annual fee).  Librarians can put students in touch with many, many primary and secondary sources, including online periodicals. 
PLEASE CHECK OUT THE EXCELLENT ONLINE SOURCES @ STATE & NHD WEB SITES:

http://www.usm.edu/history/national-history-day-resources    http://www.nhd.org/researchcentral.htm[image: image2.wmf]






