

Thesis Statement Development Tool  2015
“Leadership & Legacy in History”
CONCERN: Projects need to be beyond biography!

What was the status quo, background circumstances?
Topic?
Connection to Leadership?
Connection to Legacy?
Short-term impact, what happened immediately?
Long-term significance - how did this topic change history?
Sentence Frame 

At a time when  _____  _______________________________ (status quo, circumstance),

 _______________________________________________ (Topic),     

showed leadership by__________________________________________________. 
  The immediate impact was ______________________________________________________, 
 The long-term consequences, or legacy , included _________________________________________.
EXAMPLE
"They kicked me off the plantation, they set me free. It's the best thing that could happen. Now I can work for my people."
At a time when blacks in Mississippi were not allowed to vote, and Freedom Summer set the stage for revolutionary changes, Fannie Lou Hamer showed leadership by helping to found the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party in 1964 and giving a memorably passionate speech at the convention. Although there were early failures and it was an arduous journey, Hamer’s leadership helped result in the Civil Rights Act of 1965. Hamer’s leadership resulted in a legacy of voting and political empowerment for black Mississippians.
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