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The student will prepare two syllabi: one for an undergraduate survey course (in or including the comprehensive field area) and another for any course (upper-level undergraduate, graduate, etc.) that stems from the dissertation area list. The student must create these syllabi on their own as they will serve as the written component of the comprehensive exam. The student’s director may provide the student with sample syllabi and general advice on course/syllabus design, but the director and committee members cannot see—or provide feedback on—drafts of syllabi. The student must write an original syllabus. While a student may look at other syllabi to help them understand the genre of the syllabus, the student cannot reproduce a syllabus from a course they have taken or a syllabus found online or elsewhere; similarly, the student cannot take someone else’s syllabus and introduce minor changes. The student cannot use any generative artificial intelligence (AI) platform or tool for any aspect of creating the syllabi (including brainstorming, drafting, and proofreading). The student should wholly create the syllabus, from scratch, based on their own expertise and the reading of their exam lists and their own sense of what the course should include. Students should remember that there is no one right way to teach any course. Because these syllabi serve as the written component of the comprehensive exam, some texts from the student’s exam lists should appear on the syllabi; however, not all assigned reading on the syllabi must come from the exam lists (though it can). The student may visually design their syllabi to whatever extent they would like, but the student’s focus and energy should be on the content of the syllabus rather than on the visual design of the syllabus. The syllabi should be easily readable and clearly organized.
The purpose of these syllabi is for students to demonstrate their ability to conceptualize their reading lists with a specific focus and to prepare materials for the job market. Each of the two syllabi must include the following elements:
· Course title 
· Level of course (e.g. undergraduate survey, upper-level undergraduate, graduate)
· The level of the course relates to how much work you should assign in the course (both reading and assignments), as well as to what the instructor’s expectations of students and student work should be
· A survey aims to offer an overview of a certain area/time period (such as Victorian literature, nineteenth-century American literature, or children’s literature); a survey often aims for breadth over depth, making sure to include key authors, texts, movements, and/or genres from that area/time period 
· A non-survey upper-level undergraduate course often aims for more depth than a survey and is likely more focused in its topic than a survey course
· Paragraph-long course description
· See the course descriptions on the English website for examples
· A course description should give an overview of the course, potentially even a pitch for the course’s importance and relevance to students; describe what material/topics the course covers
· A list of required readings with full titles and author names
· Include all readings assigned in the course whether students would need to buy those books or use online open-source options to access them
· Reading and assignment schedule for a 15-week semester
· You do not need to include specific dates for specific months/years; you can simply explain what reading/assignments are due in week 1, in week 2, etc.
· In creating this assignment schedule, consider the level of the course and how much you can reasonably expect students to read and/or write over the course of a week and over the course of the semester
· Also think carefully about the order of readings and assignments and have a rationale for your chosen order; your readings might go chronologically in a survey, but they do not have to; think about how you want to order and possibly group your readings, how you want to start and end the course, and how the assignments might build on each other
· Grade/point breakdown for the course
· You may do this breakdown by points or percentage, but either way, make clear how much of the course’s overall grade goes to various methods of assessment (such as quizzes, exams, class participation, essays, group projects, presentations, etc.); think carefully about how much each assignment is worth
Your syllabi do NOT need to include course or university policies (such as attendance, writing/speaking center information, academic integrity statement, etc.)



