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Faculty Qualifications



Will there be a recording of the session?
Yes! We will post the recording of the session.

Will the slides be sent out afterwards?
Yes! We will post the slides.
The slides contain links (blue font).

Will we get an email when the slides and 
recording are posted?
Yes! Everyone who is registered for the session will 
receive an email with the slides and recording link.



Have a question?
Drop it in the cauldron!

Due to time constraints, questions will 
not be answered during the session.
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AGENDA

• What are CIP codes?

• What are CIP codes used for?

• Why are CIP codes important?

• Faculty Qualifications

• Where are current CIP Codes?



What are 
CIP Codes?



Classification of Instructional Programs Codes
• Taxonomic scheme: 2-digit, 4-digit, 6-digit codes
• Each code has an associated title and definition
• Developed by the US Department of Education's 

National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES) in 1980

• NCES reviews and modifies 
   every 10 years



TA XO N O M I C  S C H E M E

National Center for Education Statistics

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode


TAXONOMIC 
SCHEME

2-digit Code

4-digit Code

6-digit Code

National Center for 
Education Statistics

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode


WHAT IS 
ASSIGNED 
A CIP 
CODE?

College

School

Discipline
Academic 
Credential

Course Prefix

Course

CIP

CIP

CIP

CIP



What are CIP 
Codes used 
for, and why 
are they 
important?



STATE AND FEDERAL REPORTING: IHL
Programs are reported based on CIP code.

IHL Academic Program Inventory

https://www.mississippi.edu/academic-affairs/academic-guidelines


STATE AND FEDERAL REPORTING:
IHL
• Every time we propose, modify, or retire a degree or 

certificate, the IHL reviews it and requires a CIP code to 
classify it correctly. 

• IHL requires us to submit course data, including course 
CIP codes.

• Program CIP determines: 

o Which peer programs across the state we’re 
compared to.

o How it’s counted in IHL’s reports to the Governor’s 
Office, Legislature, and federal agencies.



STATE COMPARISONS: DEGREE PRODUCTIVITY

Institutional Research > Faculty & Staff Data > Workbook: IHL Degree Production

https://www.usm.edu/institutional-research/ir_home.php


STATE COMPARISONS: DEGREE PRODUCTIVITY

Plugging the Brain Drain: Investing in College Majors That Actually Work. September 2023. Shad White, State Auditor.

https://www.osa.ms.gov/sites/default/files/2024-08/Brain%2520Drain%2520Report%2520Final.pdf


STATE COMPARISONS: DEGREE PRODUCTIVITY

USM's Construction Management BS
• Old CIP and name: 15.1001 (Construction 

Engineering Technology/Technician); Construction 
Engineering Technology BS 

• USM did not "get credit" for construction 
management graduates because of the misaligned 
CIP code and name.

• New CIP and name: 52.2001 (Construction 
Management, General); Construction Management 
BS

Construction Engineering Technology BS Graduates

AY 2014-2015 AY 2015-2016 AY 2016-2017 AY 2017-2018

41 44 50 51



STATE AND FEDERAL REPORTING:
IPEDS
• The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data 

System (IPEDS) is the primary source of official 
data about U.S. colleges and universities.

o Every institution that receives federal financial 
aid (Title IV funding) is required by law to submit 
data to IPEDS each year.

• When the university reports to IPEDS, all 
enrollments, degrees, and completions are 
categorized by CIP.

o This is how the federal government determines 
how many degrees are awarded nationwide, as 
"major" names are not always consistent across 
institutions.



STATE AND FEDERAL REPORTING:
IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/
ipeds/institution-
profile/176372

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/institution-profile/176372
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/institution-profile/176372
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/institution-profile/176372
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/institution-profile/176372


STATE AND FEDERAL REPORTING:
IPEDS
• CIP code selection is important 

for IPEDS reporting because we 
want our programs and activities 
to be accurately compared 
against other similar programs. 

• An inaccurate CIP can result in 
imbalanced comparisons that 
do not properly demonstrate our 
achievements.

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/institution-profile/176372

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/institution-profile/176372
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/institution-profile/176372
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/institution-profile/176372


PROGRAM COMPARISONS: COLLEGE NAV IGATOR

College 
Navigator

Programs 
reported by 
CIP (IPEDS 
data)

https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/


Degrees 
reported by 
CIP 

CIP title, not 
program title 

Mississippi State University

PROGRAM COMPARISONS: COLLEGE NAV IGATOR



PROGRAM COMPARISON: COLLEGE 
NAVIGATOR

University of Southern Mississippi

CIP title, not 
program title 



PROGRAM COMPARISONS: CURRICULAR 
ANALYTICS

curricularanalytics.org

curricularanalytics.org


NATIONAL COMPARISONS: 
JOB PLACEMENT & JOB OUTCOMES

CIP SOC Crosswalk
Matches 6-digit CIP 
Codes with Standard 
Occupational 
Classifications (SOC)

US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics Occupational 
Outlook Handbook

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/post3.aspx?y=56
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/


NATIONAL COMPARISONS: 
GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT
Title IV Funding Requirement: 
• Degree production is reported at the individual 

student level based on CIP & credential (i.e., degree 
type).

• USM is required to submit this information to receive 
Title IV funding.

• Graduation data "lags;" in 2023-2024, data from 
2015-2019 was submitted. 

Gainful Employment:
• At the individual student-level, compare student's 

degree (6-digit CIPs), debt, and income (using tax 
records) to produce a ratio. 

• Future initiative is to flag programs that do not meet 
set thresholds and take away Title IV funding.

Financial Value Transparency and Gainful 
Employment Information

Gainful Employment – US Department of 
Education

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/topics/financial-value-transparency-and-gainful-employment-information
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/topics/financial-value-transparency-and-gainful-employment-information
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-opportunity-act-of-2008/gainful-employment
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-opportunity-act-of-2008/gainful-employment
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-opportunity-act-of-2008/gainful-employment
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-opportunity-act-of-2008/gainful-employment


NATIONAL COMPARISONS: 
FACULTY SAL ARY MARKET 
ANALYSIS
CIP codes determine national faculty salary market 
analysis. 

USM compares faculty salaries (by discipline employed 
under – i.e., discipline CIP) to other faculty salaries in 
the southern region of the U.S.

Faculty Salary Market Analysis available in HelioCampus.



NATIONAL COMPARISONS: 
FACULTY SAL ARY MARKET 
ANALYSIS EXAMPLE 
Combined Disciplines: Anthropology and Sociology

Discipline CIP: 45.0201 (Anthropology)

Market salary average for Anthropology (45.0201) = $81,000

Market salary average for Sociology (45.1101) = $98,000

Sociology faculty receive a lower salary compared to the 
national average.

In Fall 2024, Anthropology and Sociology was split into two 
disciplines: Anthropology (45.0201) and Sociology (45.1101).



STEM DESIGNATIONS: 
INTERNATIONAL ADMISSIONS

Department of Homeland Security 
STEM Designated Degree Program 
List

• STEM designated degrees allow 
international students to remain 
in and work in the US for up to 3 
years post-graduation without 
sponsorship.

• STEM designation is based on 
CIP code.

Example: Computational Sciences PhD

Modified CIP code in AY 2024-2025. Curriculog 
proposal memo:

"The current CIP code, 11.9999, does not reflect the 
curriculum of the program, in either title or 
definition.  Furthermore, as this code is not classified 
as a STEM CIP code by DHS, its international graduates 
can only have 1 year of OPT, rather than 3 years for a 
STEM code.  We request a change to a CIP code that 
has a title that exactly matches that of the program, and 
a definition that is consistent with the program's 
curriculum. As indicated in recent assessment reports, 
our recent output of graduates has been low; we 
believe a change to the CIP code will be helpful for 
recruitment, particularly of international students."

https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/stemList2024.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/stemList2024.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/stemList2024.pdf


Faculty 
Qualifications



FACULTY QUALIFICATIONS
• When reviewing Faculty Qualifications 

Forms, we compare the CIP codes of 
faculty degrees and the CIP code 
associated with course prefixes.

• Each school produces a list of 
appropriate standard qualification CIP 
codes per prefix.

o This does not mean you must have one 
of the standard CIPs, just that your 
degree will not be considered terminal 
without the correct CIP.

Faculty 
Credentials & 
Qualifications 

Manual

https://www.usm.edu/provost/internalportal/_files/2025-fac-qual-man.pdf
https://www.usm.edu/provost/internalportal/_files/2025-fac-qual-man.pdf
https://www.usm.edu/provost/internalportal/_files/2025-fac-qual-man.pdf
https://www.usm.edu/provost/internalportal/_files/2025-fac-qual-man.pdf


STANDARD QUALIFICATIONS: 
TERMINAL DEGREES

Institutional Research > Faculty & Staff Data > Workbook: Terminal Degrees

https://www.usm.edu/institutional-research/


STANDARD QUALIFICATIONS: 
TERMINAL DEGREES

Institutional Research > Faculty & Staff Data > Workbook: Terminal Degrees

Engineering Chemistry

Biochemistry

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

Biochemistry, Biophysics and Molecular Biology

Analytical Chemistry; Chemical Physics; Cheminformatics/Chemistry Informatics; 
Chemistry, General; Chemistry, Other; Chemistry; Environmental Chemistry; Forensic 
Chemistry; Inorganic Chemistry; Organic Chemistry; Physical Chemistry; Polymer Chemistry; 
Theoretical Chemistry

Materials Science; Materials Chemistry; Materials Sciences, Other

https://www.usm.edu/institutional-research/


Where are 
current CIP 
Codes?



CURRENT PROGRAM CIP CODES

CIP codes for programs can be found on USM's 
active program inventory.

Institutional Research - Resources 

➢ "Active Programs, Plans, and Minors"

https://www.usm.edu/institutional-research/resources.php
https://www.usm.edu/institutional-research/resources.php
https://www.usm.edu/institutional-research/resources.php


FACULTY DEGREE CIP CODES

• CIPs for faculty degrees are listed in 
Faculty Success (FS) education 
records

• To view your degree CIPs:

o Log into F.S.

o Click "Education"

o Select the degree

o Scroll and locate the "CIP" field

https://www.digitalmeasures.com/login/usm/faculty/authentication/showLogin.do?shce_production=1518460137047&shce_test=1761672511926


IS THIS THE MOST APPROPRIATE 
CIP?

nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode

• Search for key words on the 
NCES CIP website. This will 
show you all codes with 
descriptions that include a 
key word. 

• Review the CIP descriptions 
for all potential matches.

• Consider how your CIP 
options are sorted, do the 
neighboring CIPs for one 
option seem closer than the 
other?

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode


HOW DO I DETERMINE WHAT A NEW 
CREDENTIAL'S CIP SHOULD BE?

Curriculum proposal forms 
provide step-by-step 
instructions for identifying and 
comparing CIP codes.

Curriculog | Institutional 
Effectiveness | The University 
of Southern Mississippi

https://www.usm.edu/institutional-effectiveness/curriculog.php
https://www.usm.edu/institutional-effectiveness/curriculog.php
https://www.usm.edu/institutional-effectiveness/curriculog.php


WE'LL BE BACK...
Curricular Analytics: Visualizing Student Pathways
➢ November 7th

Deck the Data: Faculty Success Data Entry Workshop
➢ December 16th

Assessment Report Requirements
➢ Spring 2026



We'll be haunting 
your inbox with 
answers to 
cauldron 
questions!
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