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I am very grateful that my musical journey has taken me to
Southern Miss. I now have so many wonderful memories, friends, and
experiences that will remain with me for the rest of my life. I cannot
express my appreciation of the USM School of Music enough for
facilitating said experiences. I sincerely appreciate my loving parents,
Dwayne and Janet, who have supported me my entire life, even
throughout my college career. I will never be able to thank them enough.
I also owe a great debt of gratitude to all the USM Percussion
Studio members, current and past, who I have ever had the opportunity
to collaborate with. I learned more from all of you than I could have
imagined, and I made so many special friendships. Thank you all very
much for that.
A special thanks is owed to all the people who are playing on
my senior recital. You guys are the best musicians I could have asked for
and you made this entire experience more musical, much less stressful,
and way more fun. You guys are amazing musicians as well as amazing
people.
I would also like to thank all the teachers/mentors I have been
privileged to learn from. I would not trade my learning experiences with
you all for the world. I hope that I may continue to learn from all of you
in my future endeavors as a professional musician. Thank you all for
changing my life for the better.
Last but certainly not least, I would like to give a special thanks
to Dr. John Wooton. Doc, thank you so much for taking me in and
allowing me to be a part of this studio. I could not imagine what my life
would be like without ever experiencing “the basement.” It has made me
a better musician as well as a better person and I will cherish the
memories and knowledge forever.
Mason Rhodes Bonner
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