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Executive 
Summary 
The University of Southern Mississippi (Southern Miss 
or USM) is a major driver of economic and social activity 
across Mississippi. In fiscal year 2025, USM directly and 
indirectly contributed $1.3 billion in economic output to 
the overall State of Mississippi. USM operates as a dual-
campus institution with campuses in Hattiesburg and Long 
Beach, teaching and research sites across the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast, and a robust online education platform. The 
University offers more than 180 academic programs across 
four degree-granting colleges and serves a diverse student 
population of approximately 13,242 students representing 
80 foreign countries, all regions of the United States, and 
communities throughout Mississippi.

Research universities strengthen regional economies and 
quality of life through workforce development, innovation, 
and community engagement. One of the most direct and 
measurable effects, however, is annual spending associated 
with university operations and the expenditures of faculty, 
staff, students, and visitors. This activity generates additional 
economic benefits as funds circulate through local supply 
chains and household spending.

This report quantifies USM’s annual economic contribution 
across three geographies: the State of Mississippi, the 
Hattiesburg Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), and the 
Gulfport–Biloxi Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).

In FY 2025, USM’s total economic contribution to the 
State of Mississippi is estimated at $1.3 billion in output, 
supporting approximately 10,245 jobs and generating more 
than $438 million in labor income. Within the Hattiesburg 
MSA, the University’s impact is estimated at $853 million 
in output, supporting 6,745 jobs and $283.7 million in 
labor income. Within the Gulfport–Biloxi MSA, the estimated 
impact is $227.3 million in output, supporting 1,820 jobs 
and $78.1 million in labor income.

T O T A L  E C O N O M I C 
O U T P U T  

$1.3 
billion 

T O T A L  J O B S 
S U P P O R T E D  

10,245 

T O T A L  L A B O R 
I N C O M E  

$438 
million 

E S T I M A T E D  S T A T E 
A N D  L O C A L  T A X E S 

G E N E R A T E D  

$72.3 
million
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USM’s impact extends beyond spending effects. The University directly employs approximately 4,469 
faculty and staff across its two campuses and associated sites, providing a stable base of high-quality 
employment that supports households and communities across south Mississippi. As these effects ripple 
through the economy, they also generate public revenue.

In FY 2025, USM-related activity is estimated to have generated $72.3 million in state and local tax revenue 
impacts across the state economy through the combined spending of the institution, its employees, 
students, and visitors.

Table 1. Overall Economic Impact of The University of Southern Mississippi 

ECONOMIC  
IMPACT CATEGORY 

HATTIESBURG MSA 
REGION 

GULFPORT-BILOXI MSA 
REGION 

STATE OF  
MISSISSIPPI  

Jobs Supported 6,745 1,820 10,245.

Labor Income Generated $283,692,774 $78,138,919 $437,969,050.

Total Economic Sales/Output $852,931,350 $227,322,627 $1,301,669,997.

Local Tax Revenue $15,281,425 $4,926,039 $23,424,463.

State Tax Revenue $34,750,786 $8,408,815 $48,939,102.

Source: IMPLAN (includes direct, indirect, and induced effects)
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The University of 
Southern Mississippi 
Background 

Founded in 1910, The University of Southern Mississippi (USM) has grown 
from a small teachers’ college into a leading community-engaged Carnegie 
R1 research institution. With campuses in Hattiesburg and along the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast, USM offers more than 180 degree programs across 
various disciplines. The university is nationally recognized for its research 
in ocean science, polymer science, and sports venue safety and security. 
USM continues to attract top students, with its Honors College distinguished 
among the oldest in the nation and its graduates earning prestigious awards, 
such as Truman Scholarships and National Science Foundation Fellowships.

USM’s Hattiesburg campus spans one square mile, blending historic 
charm with modern facilities like the Trent Lott Center, Scianna Hall, and 
the recently completed Holmes Criminal Justice Building. The Gulf Park 
campus in Long Beach is the state’s only beachfront university campus, 
offering unique academic programs in high-demand fields. Beyond 
academics, USM plays a vital role in Mississippi’s economy through research 
commercialization, industry partnerships, and workforce development 
initiatives. The university remains committed to innovation, student success, 
and advancing the economic and social well-being of the region.



Hattiesburg Campus 

The University’s main campus is located 
in the heart of Hattiesburg and features 
notable landmarks, such as the Lucas 
Administration Building (affectionately known 
as “The Dome”), a 20-foot-wide bronze 
eagle sculpture, and a gold street that runs 
under the football stadium. Quaint brick 
plazas, promenades shaded by a canopy of 
oaks, and quintessential Southern porches 
are charming features of this beautiful 
campus. Beyond the historic district, a series 
of state-of-the-art facilities dot the campus, 
including a 93,000-square-foot business 
school, a nursing education facility with an 
advanced technology simulation laboratory, 
and a polymer science center housing more 
than $20 million of research instrumentation.
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Gulf Park Campus 

The Gulf Park campus is situated on 52 
acres along scenic Highway 90 in Long 
Beach. Sprawling lawns and mission-style 
architecture give the Gulf Park campus 
a distinct feel. Students on this campus 
experience a close-knit atmosphere in a 
coastal environment.



Economic Impact 
Study Background 
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The economic and fiscal impact of The University of Southern Mississippi extends across multiple sectors, 
contributing significantly to the state’s economic vitality:

• University Operations – USM drives economic growth through operational expenditures, including 
payroll distributions and other non-payroll costs.

• Student Spending – The spending by USM students provides a major impact on direct and indirect 
jobs, labor income, and output.

• Visitor Spending – Visitors to USM through events, conferences, camps, and athletic events have a 
substantial impact on direct and indirect jobs, labor income, and output.

• Alumni Dividend – USM graduates enhance workforce development, earning higher wages, which, 
in turn, create higher levels of spending that foster job creation across industries.

• Capital Expenditure – USM contributes to local and state tax revenues through institutional 
spending, employee wages, and student expenditures.

• Governmental Revenue (Taxes) – This represents the estimated local and state taxes generated by 
the direct, indirect, and induced economic activity.



Methodology 
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This economic impact analysis measures the effects of direct and indirect/induced business volume and 
government revenue impacts of all USM’s operations throughout Mississippi. The software used to calculate 
these impacts is IMPLAN. While key assumptions were made and approved by USM, IMPLAN provided 
economic language and other supporting services. Data included FY 2025 capital expenditures, operational 
expenditures, employment headcounts, payroll and benefits, and taxes. All monetary values presented in 
this report are expressed in 2026 dollars, adjusted for inflation.

Economic impact occurs when an organization spends money. Researchers capture the economic impact 
from the direct financial effects of an organization’s spending, plus the indirect and induced spending in the 
economy that resulted from direct spending.

Total economic impact measures the dollars generated in Mississippi and select regions due to USM’s 
presence. The effect includes spending on goods and services between various vendors throughout the 
state, accounting for their faculty, staff, students, and visitors. Not all dollars spent by a university remain 
in its home state, and dollars that “leak” out of the state through purchases from out-of-state vendors are 
not included in the university’s economic impact. The multipliers utilized in this study are derived from the 
IMPLAN software.

This study’s key economic impact findings include the total FY 2025 impact of USM’s operations on the 
overall economy and employment in Mississippi, as well as the tax revenue impact on state and local 
governments. The analysis also looked at the effects of USM on the Hattiesburg MSA, the Gulfport-Biloxi 
MSA, and the State of Mississippi.



USM Impact on the Mississippi and 
Regional Economies 
We will look at the impacts on the overall Mississippi economy, the Hattiesburg MSA, and the Gulfport-Biloxi 
MSA. The data used in this analysis were from university operations expenditures, capital expenditures, 
student spending, visitor spending, and alumni dividends.

Table 2. Total Economic Impacts of USM on the Hattiesburg MSA Region by Category 

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT TOTAL LABOR INCOME TOTAL OUTPUT 

University Operations 3,599 $182,963,822 $459,307,463

Student Spending 713 $20,089,480 $89,009,297

Visitor Spending 1,658 $44,427,625 $170,377,077

Alumni Dividend 551 $24,932,708 $93,681,379

Capital Expenditures 224 $11,279,139 $40,556,134

Total 6,745 $283,692,774 $852,931,350 

Source: IMPLAN (includes direct, indirect, and induced effects)
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Table 3. Total Economic Impacts of USM on the Gulfport-Biloxi MSA Region by 
Category 

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT TOTAL LABOR INCOME TOTAL OUTPUT 

University Operations 970 $41,528,183 $86,186,700

Student Spending 56 $1,738,650 $7,440,289

Visitor Spending 63 $1,977,205 $7,348,237

Alumni Dividend 696 $31,076,928 $120,068,659

Capital Expenditures 35 $1,817,954 $6,278,743

Total 1,820 $78,138,920 $227,322,628 

Source: IMPLAN (includes direct, indirect, and induced effects) 

Table 4. Total Economic Impacts of USM on the Overall Mississippi Economy by 
Category 

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT TOTAL LABOR INCOME TOTAL OUTPUT 

University Operations 5,823 $249,980,705 $584,233,833

Student Spending 745 $21,941,976 $94,927,567

Visitor Spending 404 $11,363,739 $43,957,629

Alumni Dividend 3,015 $140,959,213 $530,188,033

Capital Expenditures 259 $13,723,416 $48,362,935

Total 10,245 $437,969,050 $1,301,669,997 

Source: IMPLAN (includes direct, indirect, and induced effects)
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Operational Spending 
In FY 2025, USM’s operations spending for payroll and non-payroll operating expenses was approximately 
$317 million. This includes foundation and research expenditures, as well as salaries paid by equity (start-
up) companies operating within USM facilities. Additionally, operational spending was directed to the region 
where it occurred, for instance, the Hattiesburg MSA and the Gulfport-Biloxi MSA. The breakdown in Tables 
5-7 estimates the economic impact of operational spending on the overall Mississippi economy and the 
Hattiesburg MSA and Gulfport-Biloxi MSA.

Table 5. Breakdown of Economic Impacts on Employment of Operational Spending on 
the Regional Economies of Mississippi 

DIRECT INDIRECT INDUCED TOTAL

Hattiesburg MSA 2,616 476 507 3,599 

Gulfport-Biloxi MSA 795 68 107 970 

Mississippi 4,536 513 774 5,823 

Source: IMPLAN (includes direct, indirect, and induced effects)
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