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**I have adapted this lesson from Ballenger’s “The Frankenstein Draft” on pages 574-575 of The Curious Writer, but I have added steps to his activity, as well as more specific questions to help guide students in revising their papers.

Lesson Objectives: The goal for this lesson is to help students see their papers in a new perspective and visually understand how to revise papers for structure and organization.  

Preparation and Materials: 

Prep: This activity can contribute to the Student Learning Objective of ENG 101: “Articulate a revision strategy based on an understanding of their own writing processes.”  It can also contribute to the Student Learning Objective of ENG 102: “understand that an integral part of the revision process is discovering meaning and rethinking the rhetorical choices that best portray these ideas.”  This activity emphasizes that writing is a process, often requiring steps other than just composing written words, and it visually highlights the questions students need to consider when revising.


Materials Needed: Students will come to class with a clean copy of a draft of a paper.  They will also need to bring tape and scissors.  

Introduction: Prior to beginning this activity, the instructor may want to hold a brief discussion outlining the importance of structure and organization in papers.  The instructor should also convey his/her expectations for structure and organization (i.e. the thesis statement needs to be in the first paragraph or the conclusion needs to answer the “so what” question).  This activity works best when students are in the drafting process of completing written assignments.  It is especially useful when students are transitioning from a first draft to a second draft or when they are preparing that draft for a workshop day.  Throughout the lesson, instructors may want to advise students to actually write down the answers to these questions in the margins of their papers.  Also, to help students understand these concepts, the instructor may want to ask for volunteers to share what they are doing along each step of this activity.  This activity should last for a 50 minute class period.
Procedures: 

1. Students will cut apart each paragraph of their papers and mix up the paragraphs.

2. Students will read each paragraph and write the general topic of that paragraph in the margin.  For each paragraph, students should answer: What is the purpose of this paragraph?  If paragraphs are unfocused and cover multiple topics, students will cut apart those paragraphs, separate the points, and tape together parts that seem connected.

3. Introduction paragraph: Students will locate the introduction paragraph and underline the thesis.  If there is no thesis, students will write in the margin what they want to argue in the paper. (Students can base this thesis off what they have noticed as their individual points in the other paragraphs).

4. Students will make 2 stacks of paper: one of information that is relevant to the thesis and one of information that is not relevant.  To help guide students, instructors can ask, “Are the main points of each paragraph/clump of information absolutely necessary to argue the point you are making in this paper?”

5. Order: In the pile of relevant information, students will then consider the order in which that information should go and number the scraps of paper in that order.  Questions for students to consider: 

· What idea logically leads to the next one?

· What ideas seem related but are different?

· Are there other points you need or want to make that are not included here?

· Are there places where you need to add information to get from one paragraph to the next?

6. Transitions: Once the students have an order, they should focus on two paragraphs and write or revise the transition. (Instructors should encourage students to complete this on their own for every transition in the paper.) Questions for students to consider: 

· What idea connects the 2 main ideas of your 2 paragraphs/clumps of information?

· What does the last sentence have in common with the first?

7. Conclusion: Students will decide if they have any information that belongs in the conclusion.  If they have a definite conclusion paragraph, they can write in the margins idea for expanding that information.  If not, they can brainstorm on a sheet of paper about what they should write in the conclusion.  Questions to consider:

· Why is my thesis/main argument important?

· What are the implications of my argument?

· So what?

Conclusion: The objective of this lesson is to help students revise their drafts for structure and organization.  By the end of this activity, students should have a clearer understanding of the logical flow of information in their drafts, and they should know what information they need to add/change as they work towards a more final version of their papers.

