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Lesson Objectives: 1) The students will recognize and discuss problems in sample writing prompt; 2) The students will add clear explanations to their own writing while expanding their existing ideas. 

 

Preparation and Materials: The instructor does not need to prepare any information or materials before the lesson. This assignment works best if the students have their own draft to work with at the conclusion of the activity.

 

Introduction: This in-class activity will help students learn to put their thoughts on paper in a more complete manner so that their meaning is clearer to the reader. In 101, I use a similar assignment to get students to fill out a bare-bones narrative paragraph with vivid detail. In 102, the purpose of this activity is to get the students to actually explain what they mean more fully without simply throwing a bunch of ideas into their papers. It will give students a technique to really slow down, dig into their writing, and fully flesh out their ideas. This activity takes about half of a 50 minute class period. The rest of that class period should be used for students to apply the concepts from the explode-a-moment activity to their own writing. This activity can be adapted for almost any assignment. It is best completed at an early stage of the drafting process when students have partial drafts but are eager for more ideas and material to include in their papers.

 

Procedures: 

1. Write one or both of the following mini-paragraphs on the board (or project on the screen / pass out xerox copies, depending on personal preference and classroom facilities):

Universal healthcare sucks. It is expensive. Our country can’t afford it. It decreases the quality of medical care. It is for communists. 

Universal healthcare rocks. It lowers medical expenses. It helps all people. It is a basic civil right. America needs universal healthcare.

2. Ask the students what is wrong with the paragraph(s). Most students will notice that the paragraphs are short, choppy, and underdeveloped. Information is missing. Evidence is not given to back up each argument. Discuss what could be done to improve the paragraph(s). (5 minutes)

3. Have each student choose one sentence to write about and turn into an entire paragraph in their notes, adding necessary details and explanation. (It is very effective for the instructor to participate in this activity along with the students on the board.) (5 minutes)

4. Have students list what additional questions need to be answered and what additional research may need to be done to create a fully developed paragraph about that topic. (Participate along with the students on the board.) (5 minutes)

5. Have student volunteers share their paragraphs with the class. Discuss the improvements each student made. (10 minutes)

6. Transition: Have students apply this strategy to a specific sentence in their own draft. Encourage students to look for areas of their own drafts that are similarly underdeveloped to make the most effective use of this exercise. If there is enough time at the end of class, have the students discuss the changes/ additions to their own drafts in small groups or as a class. 

Conclusion: This lesson is intended to help students develop their ideas more fully. Transition the students from adding information to a sample paragraph to using the same technique to expand the ideas in their own drafts. This activity is especially helpful for those students who just don’t know what to write next. They think they are done, even though they only have a page written. Chances are, they have a lot of excellent ideas, those ideas are just not fully fleshed out on paper or supported by sufficient evidence.

