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Lesson Objectives:  For the students to gain an understanding of the components of rhetorical analysis (purpose, audience, context, ethos, pathos and logos) and begin to apply them.

Preparation and Materials: This activity is intended to start moving the students from summary to analysis in preparation for the Rhetorical Analysis Paper.  Previous to class, students should read Chapter 4 of Practical Argument on writing a rhetorical analysis.  They should also bring their laptops to class.  The instructor should bring his/her laptop to class and the necessary connections to project it onto the screen.  The instructor will also need to be ready with two videos.  One of which is a spoof trailer of The Shining that makes it seem like a romantic drama: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfout_rgPSA.  The other is the actual trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Cb3ik6zP2I&feature=related.  

Introduction: This class can be held either on the day that the students turn in their critical response, or soon after.  The students will need to have been assigned the Rhetorical Analysis and have an idea of the expectations for the assignment.  These expectations should be reviewed at the beginning of the class.

Procedures: The review of the expectations for the Rhetorical analysis will lead into a class discussion/ lecture on Chapter 4: “Writing a Rhetorical Analysis.”  After covering the chapter and troubleshooting any confusion (this took me around 20 minutes), the class should be broken up into groups of 3 or 4.  Half of the groups will be given the spoof trailer, the other half will look at the actual trailer.  They will then discuss in their groups the intended audience of the trailer and what specific elements of the trailer appeal to that audience through the use of logos, pathos and ethos (10 min).  The class will come back together and discuss their initial expectations before watching the trailer based on any previous knowledge of the movie they may have.  We then watch both trailers as a class and the individual groups tell the rest of the class about the rhetorical components they saw working in their trailer.  This will segue into a class discussion on the very specific choices an author makes to manipulate/persuade his or her audience and how authors of texts make these choices as well.

Conclusion: The objective of this class is to help the students recognize the different choices that are made to formulate a piece of rhetoric by starting with the more recognizable components of video (music, tone of voiceover, lettering of the title) and moving to the more nuanced choices made in a written argument.  

