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Lesson Objectives: To help students more fully understand the role of stereotypes in Discourse Communities and to help them understand the significance of suspending judgment when writing the Ethnography. 

Introduction: This lesson plan usually follows students’ completion of the Discourse Community handout and introduction/definition of Discourse Communities.  Because I have found that the most successful student ethnographies are produced when students address the larger implications of stereotypes in their chose communities, this assignment draws their attention to common stereotypes, their significance, and the danger in stereotyping others. 

Preparation and Materials: This assignment directly relates to the Ethnography assignment, so students should have already received their paper assignment sheets and discussed the projects’ requirements.  If your classroom does not already have a t.v./dvd player, projector, or Smart Sympodium, be sure to request one ahead of time.

· A copy of The Breakfast Club
Procedures:  Show clips from The Breakfast Club. I have found that the opening sequence, the “shoe scene” (each of the character’s shoes characterizes the group to which they belong), and the closing sequence are really effective.  But, of course watch as much as time allows. They really enjoy it!

Have students list the groups each character represents (this is also useful for showing students how one can represent many/how a small group reflects larger society)—brain, athlete, princess, criminal, and basketcase. 

Next, have students list the stereotypes associated with each group. Try to get them to be as specific as possible.  How are the stereotypes presented in their language, behaviors, etc? 

Conclusion: Discuss how the film deconstructs these stereotypes and how, in essence, the ethnography requires them to address their groups’ stereotypes in much the same way. Have them list the stereotypes associated with the groups they have chosen for the assignment.  Throughout their work with the Ethnography, have students refer to their lists and discuss ways in which they can address them when writing.

