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Lesson Objectives: We’ve all been there. In middle school, highschool, and beyond, moms and dads give curfews, and kids try to get them extended. This activity draws on students’ cultural understanding and personal experience of asking for an extended curfew and aims to teach the rhetorical appeals—logos, ethos, and pathos. By asking students to persuade an audience before explaining the rhetorical situation, this activity proves that they know more about rhetoric than they think and use it on a daily basis. 
Materials: A list of various personas; i.e. doctor, lawyer, nun, gangster, convict, boyscout, kindergartener, etc.

Procedures: First, present an anecdotal situation about asking for your own extended curfew. For example, explain certain ways you asked your parents for an extended curfew, and ask your students if they would have granted you that extension.
Next, segue into the idea that today you’ll be talking about ways to convince and persuade. Break students up into groups of three. Have the groups decide who wants to be The Observer and who wants to be The Teenager. Once that is decided, walk around the room and randomly assign a persona from your list to the third person in the group.
Once all characters are decided, explain the rules. The Teenager desperately wants an extended curfew. He or she must try with all their might to persuade their father/mother, the __________________  (doctor, lawyer, nun, etc.) to give them that extension. As The Teenager tries to persuade their parent, The _______________ ,to give them an extension, The Observer must jot down what he or she sees and hears.

After about 10 or so minutes, have the class come back together and ask each Observer to describe what they witnessed. Make a working list on the board of the ways in which Teenager tried to get an extension; i.e. said they’d volunteer at the hospital, said they’d start saying prayers more regularly, said they’d study harder in school; etc. After creating a working list, draw the Rhetorical Situation on the board (author/message/medium—ethos/logos/pathos). Explain what each of these means, and then ask the class to categorize the list we’ve created.

Finally, return to the ways in which YOU tried to persuade your parents for an extension that you presented in the beginning of the activity and ask the students to determine if they appeal to ethos, pathos, or logos.

Conclusion: Hopefully, through this lesson, students will learn two major things: that rhetorical appeals are not a foreign concept, but are used daily, and that different audiences require different messages. Further, by using these appeals to persuade, students should be better able to identify when an author uses them in arguments.
