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Lesson Objectives: This lesson seeks to point out the significance of a text’s original context and to guide students into identifying ways that context signals meaning, audience, and purpose.  

Preparation and Materials: The majority of texts students read in university are taken out of their original context and repackaged in anthologies and textbooks. In this new context, students must rely on the text itself for clues to begin their analysis. When we read on the Internet, our analysis of a text begins before we begin reading as we have learned to consider the larger frame of the webpage and the website before we decide to read. This activity will have students reflect on their reading of texts in different contexts.

For homework students were asked to read the assignment online (http://www.squidoo.com/credit-cards-on-campus), to read an online review, and to write a paragraph-length rhetorical analysis of the review.

You will need a computer and projector. 

Writing Assignment

Rhetorical Analysis Review

 

Read "Review Of Journey Student Rewards From Capital One."
 

Write a rhetorical analysis of the webpage. You should focus on the article, but you must consider the context, the webpage, and the website. You should look at the page as a whole and you should visit links embedded in the article to get a better idea of the goals of the website. You should focus on the language in the article, but you may consider audience, motivation, style, etc.

 

Introduction: The exercise would work best after rhetorical analysis has been introduced, but early enough that students are still learning how to interrogate texts. Students’ ability to interrogate texts goes directly to how effective they are in writing rhetorical and critical analysis. Presenting a text in a textbook gives a text authority that some students are more reticent to question. All of our students have learned to question texts online. Showing students that text in textbooks can be questioned just as texts online can is one of the long range goals of this assignment. Other readings from the textbook will be read online to further bring home this point. 

Procedures: 

1. Class begins with a discussion of reading habits and reading context. 

2. Project the online assignment. http://www.squidoo.com/credit-cards-on-campus
3. Ask students to compare their reading of the assignment online to reading an assignment handout. 

4. Point out the advertisements, photos, and links, and ask if the context changes the way they read the assignment. Note: Since students are reading the page with a single purpose in mind, the context might have had very little effect on their reading of the text.

5. Click through to the reading assignment.

6. Have students analyze the header, banners, and side menus. 
7. Ask students about the purpose of the article.

a. Students might start with using textual clues to answer this question, and answer “review a credit card.” Point out the apply buttons and the structure of the article to lead them to different answers.

b. Students will eventually point out the purpose is to encourage people to apply for a credit card.

8. Ask students how the context helps support the purpose. 

a. Have them consider how objective the site seems given the website offers reviews for a number of credit card companies.

9. Ask students to consider the arguments of the text in light of the new purpose.

10. Ask them to consider how their reading of this text would be changed if it were in a textbook without the full context.

Conclusion: Students will better understand the significance of context in our reading of texts, and will be more willing to interrogate a text whose context might cause them to doubt the purpose of the text, or the objectivity of the writer. The exercise will exemplify the type of critical reading that is necessary to write a rhetorical or critical analysis essay. Students should move from this lesson to a more in-depth rhetorical or critical analysis. 

