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Lesson Objectives: This lesson helps students learn to tell the difference between rhetorical analysis and critical analysis by looking at many pieces of analysis and deciding if the analysis is rhetorical or critical.  

Prep and Material:  You will need an article/essay to read, short enough that it can be read by students in class (linked is a review that an be used: Chronicle Review).  You will need pre-written passages of analysis that are either clearly “rhetorical” or “critical” (Example of rhetorical analysis: “The authors tone is sarcastic and humorous.  He uses words like “supersuck” to grad the reader’s attention.”  Example of critical analysis: “The author uses a convincing piece of evidence for his negative view of the film, noting that people with superpowers would do more than just “levitate Legos.”).  You will also need either a projector/smart board or blackboard and marker to display the passages of analysis.  
Introduction: First Year composition students often have a difficult time understanding both rhetorical and critical analysis, and an even tougher time telling the two apart.  This lesson will show students a number of examples of each type of analysis, which will not only enhance their understanding of both, but also show the clear differences between rhetorical and critical analysis.  Before introducing the activity, the teacher should explain that analysis of written material happens in unique ways, and that these two ways, while both very useful, each look at text from a different perspective.  

Procedures:  

1. Break the students up into groups of four, each group forming one team.  
2. Project a piece of analysis of the essay onto the board (or write it).  Each team will decide if the analysis is “rhetorical” or “critical” and write this on a slip of paper, then pass the paper to the front.  Project another piece of analysis and repeat.  The teacher will keep a tally of each team’s correct answers.    

3. After the teacher reveals the answer to the question, there will be a short class discussion on why the analysis was either rhetorical or critical.  

4. Bonus Round: for the final round of the exercise, the teacher will pick a passage from the text.  Each team will come up with a piece of rhetorical analysis and critical analysis.  They will read these aloud and the teacher will decide if each is a proper use of R or C analysis. 

5. The winning team gets a bonus (or some kind of extra point)—if necessary.  

Conclusion: Through this lesson, students get to see a great deal of analysis and can begin to see the clear distinction between rhetorical and critical analysis.  The repetition gives students a significant amount of exposure to concepts that initially seem foreign.    
