UGS 2026 Arts Showcase Application
Ends on Tue, Mar 3, 2026 11:59 PM
The Undergraduate Symposium on Research and Creative Activity (UGS) at Southern Miss is an annual conference showcasing the outstanding research and creative work of undergraduate students across the campus. 
 
UGS 2026 is scheduled for Saturday, April 18, 2026. 
 
The UGS Arts Showcase is a celebration of both the aesthetic and conceptual work of our undergraduate student artists. A faculty review committee will select the submissions for the Arts Showcase, and all selected projects will receive a monetary prize for inclusion in the Arts Showcase. Artists from all creative fields are encouraged to apply. This includes, but is not limited to, dance, music, theater, visual art, video/film, creative writing, and photography.
 
For their Arts Showcase application, applicants must submit an artistic work/series title; brief description of their work/series; and an artist's statement, which should explain how and why they created and/or performed their work as well as its relationship to other creative work in their field. Students also must upload the sample of the artistic work or series that they will present at UGS. For performing artists, musicians, filmmakers, and creative writers, etc. their work must equal 4 minutes when read aloud, performed, or shown. They can submit a longer selection but must explain what 4-minute excerpt the Arts Showcase faculty review committee should consider.
 
A few helpful hints: 
Try to apply title capitalization rules to your artistic work or series title, unless you are intentionally altering such rules for artistic effect.
If you indicate a preferred name, your presentation will be listed in the program under that name. 
If your creative work involves co-presenters, collaborators, and/or performers, complete ONE application on behalf of the team. You must know the preferred name, role, major, and email address of any student co-presenters, collaborators, and/or performers. You must also be prepared to include the title(s) and composer name of any musical selections used in this application.
The person completing the application (listed as "presenter" or "applicant") will be the primary contact for the entire team.  All communication from the UGS committee about the application and symposium will be sent to the primary presenter/applicant. This primary contact person will be responsible for disseminating any information to the rest of the team. 
 
You will not be able to make changes to your (or your co-presenter's, collaborator's, and presenter's) preferred name, role, major, or artistic work/series title after submitting your application, so enter your information carefully. 
 
If you have questions about the symposium or the submission process, please contact the UGS administrators at ugs@usm.edu. 
Top of Form
Applicant Name(required)

First Name(required)

Last Name(required)


Preferred Name (optional, only if different)

First Name

Last Name

Note, this is the name that will appear in the UGS Program. You will not be able to change your name in the program after submitting your application.


Personal Pronouns (optional)


Student ID (use ID # without w, ex. 123456)(required)


USM Email Address(required)
Be sure to use your usm.edu email address. We will be sending you emails to that address, so check it frequently for communications about UGS 2026.


Cell Phone Number(required)
Only to be used in cases of emergency.


Major(required)
Select...


Second Major (if applicable)
Select...


I am affiliated with the following (check all that apply)(required)
Honors College
McNair Scholars Program
Neither the Honors College nor McNair Program


Faculty Mentor(required)

First Name(required)

Last Name(required)

Please provide the name and contact information of a USM faculty member who is familiar with and supports this project. (Who helped oversee/mentor your project? Who was your teacher, if from a class?)


Faculty Mentor Email(required)
Enter your faculty mentor's email address.


Faculty Mentor Affiliation (School)(required)
Select...




Title of Artistic Work or Series(required)
This should be the title that you have given to your creative work or series of creative works. This will be the title that is used in the UGS program, if your submission is accepted to the Arts Showcase. Try to be as accurate as possible and to use capitalization rules (https://www.usm.edu/undergraduate-research/ugs-capitalization-guidelines.php) unless you are intentionally breaking the rules for artistic effect.


Description of Artistic Work or Series(required)
Limit: 150 words

Write a 150-word description of your creative work or series of creative works. Include the work(s) title(s) and genre of art and any other important descriptive factors such as media used, original premiere date, length of performance, etc.


Artist Statement(required)
Limit: 350 words
Give the jurors insight into your artistic process/product. Consider the following: why did you create this work of art or choose to perform it? What process did you use in creating/performing it? How does it relate to other works in the field?


Role in Artistic Work or Series and Major(required)
Please note that this/these is/are the role(s) that you played in the creation and/or performance of this artistic work or series. Should you be accepted to the Arts Showcase, your role will be listed in the UGS program right after your name. Changes cannot be made after this stage. Some examples of this role could be "visual artist," "choreographer," "dancer," "author," "composer," "director," "actor," "poet," "performer," etc. 
Please also write out your major, as it will appear in the program. 
For instance, "Jane Doe, choreographer and dancer, Dance (Performance and Choreography) BFA"


Name, Role, Major (if relevant), and Email Address (if relevant) of any collaborators: If your work has a co-presenter, composer, author, or choreographer that is NOT you.
Please note that this is how others involved in your project will be listed in the UGS program if your submission is accepted to the Arts Showcase. Changes cannot be made after this stage. List all relevant information, including musical score title(s) and composer(s), if applicable.

Name, Role, Major, and Email Address of any undergraduate performers, dancers, actors, etc.
Please note that this is how others will be listed in the UGS program if your submission is accepted to the Arts Showcase. Changes cannot be made after this stage. Include all relevant information.


Upload Creative Work or Series. (required)
Choose File
Select up to 3 files to attach. No files have been attached yet. You may add 3 more files.
Acceptable file types: .csv, .doc, .docx, .odt, .pdf, .rtf, .txt, .wpd, .wpf, .gif, .jpg, .jpeg, .png, .svg, .tif, .tiff, .aac, .aiff, .flac, .m4a, .mp3, .ogg, .wav, .wma, .3gp, .avi, .flv, .m4v, .mkv, .mov, .mp4, .mpg, .webm, .wmv, .epub, .ppt, .pptx

Please upload a file or files that allow(s) us to view, hear, and/or read the creative work or series of works that you intend to present at UGS. 

Visual artists and photographers: submit image file size between 2 and 5 MB per image at 200-300 dpi for best quality. You may submit up to 3 samples of your work.

Creative writers: submit the writing that you are proposing to read during the showcase. If your work is short, you may submit up to 3 pieces. If your work would take more than 4 minutes to read, please indicate in the space below what excerpt you would like to share at UGS.

Performing artists (music, dance, theatre): you may submit one work. Include a video link to your performance in your document upload. Your selection should be no more than 4 minutes long, or you can indicate in the space below what excerpt you would like to share at UGS.


Performing artists and creative writers, if your submission is longer than 4 minutes, explain which excerpt you would like reviewers to evaluate/present at the Arts Showcase.








Applicant Acknowledgement(required)
By checking this box, I agree to the following:
- My presentation represents my own creative project or my own contribution to a larger creative project.
- I agree that I, along with all co-presenters and performers (if applicable), will attend the Arts Showcase at the symposium, and I will attend the awards ceremony if my submission is accepted.
- I understand that I must be present at the awards ceremony to be eligible for my Arts Showcase award. If I do not attend the awards ceremony, my award will be rescinded.
Save Draft
Submit Form

